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M  A  R  K  E  T  REPORT 


WEEKLY  AVERAGE  SLAUGHTER  LAMB  PRICES 


170 
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A.  B  LAMBS   80-05   LBS    TORONTO    | 088 
A. B  LAMBS  05-110  LBS   TORONTO  1088 
SOLID   TOP  PRICE  FOR  SHRUNK  LAMB 
SOLD   IN  ALBERTA   1088    (05-110  LBS) 
SOLID   TOP  PRICE  FOR  SHRUNK  i.AMB 
SOLD   IN  ALBERTA   1087    (OS- 1 1 0  LBS) 


JAN  2 


NOTE.    INSUFFICIENT  SALES  FOR  CERTAIN  WEEKS. 


—1 170 
Jl60 


ISO 


November  marked  a  seasonal  return  to  tighter  supplies  of  market  Lambs  and, 
correspondingly,  higher  prices  in  Alberta.  Bids  for  slaughter  lambs  a_  Lambco, 
Innisfail,  increased  $2-$3  per  cwt  from  the  $63-$66  per  cwt  range  which  had 
prevailed  since  late  June.  As  of  the  first  week  of  December,  Lambco  bids  were 
$69-$72  live  of  $1.53  railgrade.  Volumes  marketed  this  November  were  up  35  percent 
from  1987  and  20  percent  from  1986.  Despite  the  higher  volumes,  there  is  no  longer 
a  slaughter  backlot  at  Lambco  and  thus  bids  have  increased. 

Other  markets  in  Alberta  continued  to  trade  in  line  with  Lambco  bids.  At  the 
November  24  sheep  and  lamb  sale  at  Edmonton,  market  lambs  averaged  $71.50  per  cwt, 
while  80-90  lb  feeder  lambs  averaged  $76.  At  Fort  MacLeod,  slaughter  lambs  have 
traded  for  $70-$72  per  cwt  this  past  month  and  feeders  $70-$85.00.  Indications  are 
most  lamb  feeders  have  filled  their  lots. 

Outside  markets  were  mostly  steady.  U.S.  lamb  and  mutton  production  has 
stabilized  at  year-ago  levels  and  seasonal  price  increases  can  be  expected. 
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PRICE  RANGE  AND  VOLUMES  FOR  GOOD  LAMBS  95-110  LBS  AT  LAMBCO 


CURRENT  MON 
NOV  1988 

LAST  MON 
OCT  1988 

YR  AGO  MCN 
NOV  1987 

VOLUMES 
NOV  1988 
NOV  1987 


WEEK  1 

65.00-68.00 

63.00-66.00 

80.00-83.00 

1,783 
1,375 


WEEK  2 

65.00-68.00 

63.00-66.00 

80.00-83.00 

1,696 
1,213 


WEEK  3 

65.00-68.00 

63.00-66.00 

80.00-83.00 

2,045 
1,334 


WEEK  4 

67.00-70.00 

63.00-66.00 

80.00-83.00 

1,401 
1,221 


WEEK  5 


MONTHLY 
SUMMARY 

65.50-68.50 

63.00-66.00 

81.00-84.00 

6,925 
5,143 


PRICE  RANGE  AND  VOLUMES  FOR  GOOD  LAMBS  95-110  LBS  AT  TORONTO  PUBLIC  STOCKYARDS 
(With  Weighted  average  price  in  brackets  beneath  each  range) 

WEEK  5 


CURRENT  MON 
NOV  1988 

LAST  MON 
OCT  1988 

YR  AGO  MON 
NOV  1987 


WEEK  1 
72.00-97.00 

(79.47) 
60.00-75.00 
(70.20) 
96.00-109.00 
(102.75) 


NOV/88  VOLUMES 
AVERAGE  WEIGHT 


88 

105.2  lb 


WEEK  2 
74.00-82.00 

(77.80) 
72.00-90.00 
(77.77) 
95.00-110.00 
(100.99) 

17 

106.2  lb 


WEEK  3 
75.00-88.00 

(80.68) 
80.00-95.00 

(90.56) 
90.00-105.00 

(96.30) 

47 

103.3  lb 


WEEK  4 
70.00-82.00 

(78.91) 
77.00-95.00 
(83.61) 
95.00-113.00 
(96.92) 

24 

103.5  lb 


MONTHLY 
SUMMARY 

79.55 

79.44 

100.16 

176 
104.6  lb 


PRICE  RANGE  AND  VOLUMES  FOR  GOOD  LAMBS  80-95  LBS  TORONTO  PUBLIC  STOCKYARDS 
(Weighted  average  price  in  brackets  beneath  each  range) 


MONTHLY 

WEEK  1 

WEEK  2 

WEEK  3 

WEEK  4 

WEEK  5 

SUMMARY 

CURRENT  MON  80.00-128.00 

84.00-118.00 

84.25-110.00 

80.00-110.00 

NOV  1988  (100.51) 

(97.05) 

(95.51) 

(85.75) 

94.50 

LAST  MON  63.00-90.00 

72.00-97.00 

90.00-121.00 

85.00-113.00 

OCT  1988  (87.98) 

(85.80) 

(106.37) 

(98.60) 

95.63 

YR  AGO  MON    ICO. 00-113. 00 

92.00-119.00 

100.00-112.00 

102.00-122.00 

NOV  1987  (106.29) 

(108.6) 

(111.40) 

(112.60) 

1C9.81 

NOV/88  VOLUMES  220 

188 

296 

241 

945 

AVERAGE  WEIGHT    86.5  lb 

89.4  lb 

85.3  lb 

87.7  lb 

87.3  lb 

Prices  quoted  for  95-110  lb  lambs  are  bid  prices  at  Lambco  and  auction  prices  at  Toronto 
Public  Stockyards  for  good  quality  lambs.  The  lower  end  of  the  Alberta  price  range 
reflects  bids  for  short  haul  or  unshrunk  lambs  while  the  upper  end  of  the  range  represents 
bids  for  long  haul  or  shrunk  lambs.  Producers  delivering  to  the  Toronto  Public  Stockyards 
pay  commission  and  yardage  fees  for  each  animal  sold.  Producers  delivering  to  Lambco  pay 
$l/head  checkoff  to  the  Alberta  Sheep  and  Wool  Commission. 

The  Toronto  auction  price  is  from  the  Special  Sheep  and  Lamb  Sale  held  on  Monday  each  week. 
N.E.P.  -  No  established  price 

Ron  Gietz,  Livestock  Analyst 
Market  Analysis  Branch 
Phone:   (403)  427-5376 
December  1,  1988 
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MARKET 


REPRESENTATIVE  LIVE  SALES 
18.  1988 


TYPE  OF 

TYPE  OF 

AREA 

SHEEP 

SALE 

NUMBER 

WE ! GHT 

WEST  COAST 

California 

Feeder 

Auction 

200 

70-  90 

Cal i  fornia 

Feeder 

Auction 

150 

90-105 

MOUNTAIN 

Colorado 

Spring 

Auction 

200 

105-115 

Colorado 

Spring 

Auction 

650 

100- 130 

Montana 

Spring 

Auction 

200 

100- 120 

Wyomi  ng 

Son 

Di  rect 

500 

112 

Colorado 

Feedio: 

Di  rect 

1 150 

100- 130 

Colorado 

Feedi ot 

Di rect 

1161 

129-143 

Ccloraoo 

Fecdlot 

Di  rect 

680 

115- 150 

Uvomi  ng 

peedlot 

D l rect 

400 

125 

Colorado 

Feeder 

Auct  i  on 

200 

70-  78 

Colorado 

Feeder 

Auct  i  on 

500 

70-  84 

Colorado 

Feeder 

Auct  i  on 

cj<J 

Montana 

Feeder 

Di  rect 

1  enn 

1  DUU 

or> 
tv 

Montana 

Feeder 

Auct  i  on 

onn 

3U  TV 

Montana 

r  1  

r  eeoer 

Auct i on 

7-J  A 

1 JU 

90- 1 00 

Wyorai  ng 

Feeder 

D  i  rect 

i  J  to 

Wyoming 

Feeder 

Di  rect 

1 1  rm 

I  I  VV 

Wyomi  ng 

t  — * — 
reeoer 

D  i  rect 

500 

115 

Colorado 

si .  ewe 

Auct  i  on 

icn 

\C<J  IOU 

Colorado 

SI .  Ewe 

Auct i  on 

100 

inn-lie 

I VV     I  J  J 

Montana 

SI .  Ewe 

Auction 

CUV 

Wyoming 

Stock  Ewe 

Auct  i  on 

mn 

lUv 

SOUTH  CENTRAL 

Oklahoma 

Spring 

Tele-Auc 

/  nn 
4UU 

no  i  it 

Texas 

Spring 

Auction 

JO  J 

OK.  .  1  ">C 

Texas 

Feed lot 

Auction 

buuu 

on.  1 *>n 
tu-  i  cU 

Texas 

Feeder 

Auct  i  on 

Texas 

Feeder 

Auct  i  on 

1  nnn 

1  UUv 

ou     f  v 

Texas 

Feeder 

Auction 

1 5nn 

70-  80 

Texas 

r  1  

reeoer 

Auct  i  on 

500 

80-  90 

Texas 

Feeder 

Auction 

xnn 

90-105 

Texas 

SI .  Ewe 

Auction 

i  mi 

Texas 

SI .  Ewe 

Auction 

1UVU 

Texas 

si •  twe 

Auct  i  on 

600 

Texas 

Stock  Ewe 

Auction 

350 

60-  75 

Texas 

Stock  Ewe 

Auct  i  on 

CU\J 

NORTH  CtNlRAL 

Iowa 

Spring 

Auct i  on 

250 

100-113 

1 1 1 i  noi  s 

Spr  i  ng 

Auct  i  on 

235 

100-120 

1  owe  *  S . M  i  nn . 

Spr  i  ng 

Di  roct 

6000 

100* 130 

M  i  nnesota 

Spr  i  ng 

computer 

780 

126-128 

Minnesota 

Spr  i  ng 

UOTl^JU  I  c  1 

406 

120 

W .  Dakota 

Spr  i  ng 

r  niwi  it 
LCiiyJi  or 

400 

1 19 

S.  Dakota 

Spr  i  ng 

700 

100- 138 

Wi  scons  i n 

Spr  i  ng 

1200 

109-114 

S  Dakota 

Feeder 

Auct  i  on 

450 

45-  60 

S.  Dakota 

Feeder 

Auct  i  on 

2O0 

60-  70 

S.  Dakota 

Feeder 

Auction 

200 

80-  90 

S.  Dakota 

Feeder 

Auction 

543 

84 

S.  Dakota 

Feeder 

Auct  i  on 

ACQ 

90-120 

S.  Dakota 

SI.  Ewe 

Auction 

500 

S.  Dekote 

Stock  Ewe 

Auction 

3S0 

S.  Dakota 

Stock  Ewe 

Auction 

1000 

EASTERN  • 

90-120 

Kentucky 

Spring 

Computer 

HO 

Michigan 

Spr'ng 

Auction 

700 

100-120 

Virginia 

Spring 

Auction 

500 

85-125 

Virginia 

Spring 

Computer 

680 

90-120 

W.  Virginia 

Spring 

Computer ' 

200 

90-120 

Ohio 

Feedlot 

Direct 

400 

120 

Michigan 

SI.  Ewe 

Auction 

150 

Michigan 

SI.  Ewe 

Auction 

250 

WEIGHING  CONDITIONS 


PRICE 


Choice  I  fancy,  wooled  I  shorn 
Choice  t  fancy,  wooied  &  shorn 


Choi 
Choi 
Choi 
Choi 
Kit  I 
Kill 
Kill 
Choi 
Choi 
Choi 
Choi 
Choi 
Choi 
Choi 
Choi 
Choi 
Choi 
Util 
Cull 
Util 
Ewe 


ce  I  prime 

ce  ft  prime,  wooled  ft  shorn 
ce,  wooled 

ce  I  prime,   FOB  overnight 
out,  No.  1  pelts 
out,  No.  2  pelts 
out,  Full  wooied  peits 
ce  &  prime,  FOB  overnight 
ce  f,  fancy,  wooled 
ce  t  fancy,  wooled 
ce  4  fancy,  wooled 
ce  ft  fancy,  wooled, 
ce  ft  fancy,  wooled 
ce  I  fancy,  wooled 
ce  I  fancy,  wooled,  FOB  overnight 
ce  ft  fancy,  wooled,  F08  overnight 
ce  i  fancy,  wooled 


FOB  overnight 


ity 
Ity 

ISffit 


S2  wool  discount 
Choice  L  plicae, 
1 
i 
t 
4 
I 
& 


prime, 
fancy, 
fancy, 
fancy, 


,  FOB  overnight 
No.  1  I  2  pelts 
51X  yield  guar . , 
wooled 
wooled 
wooled 


Choice 
Choice 
Choice 
Choice 
Choice 
Choice 
Good 
UtUity 
Cull 

Ewe  Uwfc* 

Medium  ft  good  aolid  mouth 


FOB  4X  shrink 


fancy,  wooled 
fancy,  wooled 


(per  hd.) 


Choice  ft  prime,  wooled  ft  shorn 
Choice  ft  prime,  wooled 

20-30  cents  off  2120  lbs,S5  buck  disc, FOB  4Xshr. 
20  cents  off  8125  lbs, No. 1  ft  2  pelts, FOB  3X  shr. 
20  cents  off  8125  lbs.,S2  wool 
30  cents  off  3125  lbs.,S2  wool 
prime,  wooled  ft  shorn 

,S2  wool  ft  S5  buck  disc. 


S5  buck  disc. 
S5  buck  disc. 


Choice  ft 

30  cents  off  -125 


Choice  ft 
Choice  ft 
Choice  ft 
Choice  ft 
Choice  ft 
Utility  ft  good 
Yearling 
Short  tern 


lbs, . 
fancy,  wooled 


fancy,  wooled 

fancy,  wooled 

fancy,  wooled 

fancy,  wooled 


(per  hd.) 
JPtr  hd.) 


52  wool  ft  S3  choice  discount 

30  cents  off  8  120  lbs.,  S2  wool  discount 

Choice  ft  prime,  wooled 

S2  wool  ft  S3  choice  discount 

S2  wool  ft  S3  choice  discount 

20  cents  off  8125  lbs.,  shorn,  3X  shrink 

Utility 

Cull 


69.00-72.50 
61 .50-66. 0C 


66.00' 
64.00' 
65.00 

63.45 
62.60 
62.70- 

72.00- 
70.00- 
60.00- 

73.00- 
68.00- 
75.00 


20.50 
16.00 
17.00 


64.00 
63.00 
82.00 
77.00 
72.00 
70.00 
64.00 
36.00 
27.00 
19.00 
91.00 
50.00 


68. 0C 
65.00 
67.00 
68.00 
64. 7C 
63.25 
64.50 
63. 0C 
75. OC 
74.00 
70.00 
75.75 
81 .00 
76.50 
77.00 
79.00 
65.00 
23.00 
19.00 
23.50 
85.00 

65.50 
68.00 
64.00 
90.00 
86.00 
82.50 
79.00 
■70.00 
■41.00 
33.50 
26.50 
•99.00 
•67.00 


68.20-70.10 
59.50-62.00 
59.00-63.00 
68.00-68.25 

65.00 

67.00 
59.10-66.80 
65.00-6c.0O 
92.00-94.50 
84.00-90.50 
72.00-98.00 

76.00 
64.00-68.50 
22.00-25.75 

120.00 
36.00-45.00 

64.50 
60.00-64.00 
54.00-64.85 
65.75 
65.50 
67.00 
25.00-28.00 
22.00-26.00 


—  WOOL  UPDATE  ** 


Very  little  domestic  wool  is  available,  but  shearing  of 
feedlot  lambs  is  under  way.    180,000  pounda  of  mined  58's 
to  62's  relatively  high  yielding  Colorado  feedlot  lame  wool 
sold  at  S1.18  grease  FOB.    Demand  from  the  woolen  sector  and 
mills  is  light,  and  this  sector  is  presently  evaluating  the 
fluctuating  exchange  rates. 


In  Australia,  wool  auctions  were  moderately  active,  with 
Japan  as  the  principle  buyer.    90%  of  the  117,831  bales  were 
sold,  and  3  1/2  *  was  purchased  by  the  AWC.    The  market 
indicator  remained  steady  this  week  at  977A  cents  per  kilo 
clean;  but  due  to  the  exchange  rates,  most  categories  of  wool 
coarser  than  22  micron  are  being  quoted  higher  in  Charleston. 


FOR  24-HOUR  LAMB  MARKET  NEWS  CALL  303-320-0616 
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December  12  Ponoka    Sheep    Producers    Croup.        Topics    to  be 

discussed  include  o  lambing  seminar.  Ponoka 
Provincial  Building,  7:00  P.M.  For  further 
information  call  Brenda  Ralston,  783-4476  or  Wray 
WhithTOre,  427-5083. 


December  13  Annual  Bred  Female  Sheep  Sale  at  1:00  P.M.  There 

will  be  1000  ewes  and  ewe  lambs  on  offer,  all  of 
which  have  been  exposed  to  various  breeds  of 
rams.  Listings  to  date  include:  300  rising  2  yr 
old  white  face  ewes  to  lamb  in  February  and  200 
rising  2  yr  old  Suffolk/Rambouillet  cross  ewes 
(complete  dispersal ) ;  150  1-5  yr  old  mixed  flock 
(dispersal)  to  lamb  in  April;  110  1/4  Finn,  1/4 
Ramboui I  let ,  1/2  Suffolk  ewe  lambs  exposed  August 
15th;  40  Dorset /Ramboui  I  let  cross  ewe  lambs 
exposed  October  1;  100  mixed  ewe  lambs  exposed 
September  15th;  and  50  Suffolk  ewe  lambs  exposed 
September  15th.  Listings  will  close  at  1000 
head.  For  information  call  George  Bourassa  at 
553-3315  or  553-2196  after  5  P.M. 


December  14-15  ACABA    is    pleased    to    sponsor    its    first  annual 

Purebred  L i ves tock  Marke t ing  Conference  enti tied 
"Alberta  Genetics  for  the  90 's"  to  be  held  in  the 
Capri  Centre,  Red  Deer.  The  Conference  is 
designed  to  have  international  speakers  inform 
Alberta  livestock  breeders  about  the  types  of 
cattle  and  livestock  genetics  that  will  be  in 
demand  during  the  1990' s.  Panel  di  scuss  ions 
covering  all  apsects  of  the  livestock  industry 
will  feature  experts  from  the  private  sector  as 
well  as  government  trade  directors.  Registration 
feeds  have  been  set  at  $70.00  per  person  ($55  per 
spouse)  before  November  14.  After  November  15  - 
$90  per  person  and  $75  per  spouse.  Rates  for 
attending  only  one  day  -  $50.00.  For  more 
information  please  call  Drew  Mundie,  Innisfail, 
227-2523,  Terry  Appleby,  Edmonton,  427-7325  or 
ACABA  Office,  Calgary,  282-8181. 
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December  16 


Alberta  Sheep  Breeders'  Assoc  iot  ion  Annual 
Meeting.  Alberta  Provincial  Building,  4920  -  51 
Street,  Red  Deer,  starting  at  10  A.M. 


December  31 


Monthly  Sheep  and  Coat  Sale  at  Camrose  Auction 
Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  For  further 
in  format  ion  contact  S.  Spahic,  Box  89,  Hay  Lakes, 
TOB  1WD,  phone  878-3784. 


1989 


January  6 


North-Centra  I  Sheep  Sales.  Fat  and  Feeder  Lambs. 
Edmonton  Public  Stockyards.  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  For 
additional  information  contact  Bob  Shop  I  and, 
Edmonton,  at  455-2287  or  Bruce  McGhan,  Calmar  at 
985-3744. 


January  9 


Sheep  Seminar,  Bow  River  I rrigat ion  District  Board 
Room,  Vauxhal  1 ,  1-4  PM.  Topics  will  be  Selection 
of  Ewe  Lamb  Replacements  by  Cathy  Gal  I  i van, 
A i rdr i e  and  Sheep  Nutrition  by  Dale  Engs t rom, 
Edmonton.  For  more  in  format  ion  call  the  Vauxhal  I 
District  Office  at  654-2161. 


January  10 


Ponoka  Sheep  Producers  Croup.  Topics  to  be 
discussed  include  a  flock  health.  Pcnoka 
Provincial  Building,  7:00  P.M.  For  further 
information  call  Brenda  Ralston,  783-4476  or  Wray 
Whitmore,  427-5083. 


January  16 


Sheep  Seminar,  Bow  River  I rrigat  ion  District  Board 
Room,  Vauxhal  I,  1-4  PM.  Topics  will  be  Health/ 
Vaccination  Programs  by  Dr.  Heather  Smith,  Taber 
and  Marketing  by  Jerry  Reti,  Taber.  For  more 
information  coll  the  Vauxhal  I  District  Office  at 
654-2161. 
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January  79  North-Centrol  Sheep  Sales.      Fat  and  Feeder  Lambs. 

Edmonton  Public  Stockyards .  Deadline  for  sheep 
deliveries  at  all  sales  is  9:00  A.M.  For 
addi t iona I  in  forma t ion  contac t  Bob  Shop  I  and, 
Edmonton,  at  455-2287  or  Bruce  Median,  Calmar  at 
985-3744. 


January  28  Monthly   Sheep   and  Goat    Sale   at    Camrose  Auction 

Market,  672-4496,  Camrose  at  3:00  P.M.  For  further 
in  format  ion  contact  S.  Spahic,  Box  89,  Hay  Lakes, 
TOB  1W,  phone  878-3784. 
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Scours   In  Newborn  Lambs 
Prevention  Is  Better  Than  Cure 

Dr.  Norm  Harries 
Regional  Veterinary  Laboratory 
Lethbridge,  Alberta 


Scouring  in  newborn  lambs  can  be  a  serious  problem  in  confined 
operations  where  germs  are  easily  spread.     Scours  is  not  a  simple 
disease  in  which  the  exact  cause  is  easily  identified  and  the  problem 
treated.     Rather,   it  results  from  an  interaction  between  environmental 
factors,   immunity  and  infection.     Stockmen  should  be  aware  of,  and 
practice,  management  techniques  which  favour  the  birth  of  vigorous  lambs 
and  which  reduce  germ  buildup. 


A  good  place  to  begin  is  with  the  selection  of  breeding  ewes. 
Those  with  superior  mothering  qualities  are  highly  valued  in  intensive 
operations  where  there  are  so  many  distractions.     dood  mothers  save  more 
lambs  than  does  exhaustive  shepherding.     Ewe  lambs  are  not  the  best 
mothers,   they  are  in  the  learning  process  and  their  lambs,   together  with 
multiples,  require  close  attention. 


Feeding  is  very  important  during  the  last  third  of  pregnancy.  Thin 
ewes  produce  light  weight  lambs  which  are  slow  to  nurse  and  easily  die 
of  exposure.     Fat  ewes  have  trouble  lambing.     If  the  feed  is  low  in 
energy,  pregnancy  toxemia  (twin  lamb  disease)   is  likely  to  occur.  To 
avoid  this  disease,  ewes  in  the  last  two  months  of  pregnancy  should 
receive  grain  beginning  at  a  quarter  of  a  pound  per  head  per  day, 
increasing  to  around  2  pounds  per  day  at  lambing.     If  iodine  is 
deficient,  weak,  goitrous  lambs  will  be  born.     Unthrifty  lambs  produced 
by  the  above  conditions  require  more  attention  and  they  are  more  likely 
to  develop  disease.     If  scours  develops  in  such  lambs,  germs  multiply  to 
a  point  where  healthy  lambs  are  overcome  by  the  heavy  buildup  of 
infection.     Ewes,  particularly  long-wooled  types,  should  be  shorn  or 
crutched  before  lambing  so  that  lambs  can  quickly  find  the  teats  which 
are  cleaner,  reducing  the  chance  of  infection. 


Colostrum  is  essential  to  the  newborn  lamb.     It  contains  energy, 
protective  antibodies  and  it  is  rich  in  vitamins.     Lambs  should  be 
actively  nursing  within  15  to  30  minutes  of  birth  and  they  should  drink 
4  to  6  ounces  of  colostrum  in  the  first  four  hours  of  life.     After  12 
hours  following  birth,  colostrum  is  poorly  absorbed  from  the  intestine 
and  hence  the  urgency  of  early  nursing.     Lambs  of  ewe  lambs  and 
multiples  are  at  greatest  risk.     If  they  do  not  nurse,   the  mother  or 
another  ewe  can  be  milked  and  the  colostrum  given  by  bottle.  Cow's 
colostrum  is  a  useful  substitute.     It  can  be  frozen  in  cubes  and  easily 
thawed  for  needy  lambs. 
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Lambing  and  nursing  ewes  need  to  facilitate  bonding  and  for 
uninterrupted  nursing  thereafter.     The  first  three  days  are  critical. 
In  practice,   tranquility  is  not  easily  achieved  in  busy  lambing  barns 
but  efforts  should  be  made  in  this  direction  because  the  sooner  the 
lambs  are  nursing  regularly  and  have  built  up  reserves,   the  sooner  they 
can  be  moved  to  make  room  for  others.     Lambs  should  be  handled  as  little 
as  possible  during  these  early  days.     Injections,  dockings,  and 
application  of  elastrators,  all  cause  stress  and  interrupt  nursing  and 
it  is  best  if  these  procedures  can  be  delayed  until  the  lambs  have 
gained  strength. 

The  barn,  pens,   lambing  cubicles,   etc.   should  have  been  cleaned  in 
advance,  and  limed  if  disease  had  previously  been  present.     They  should 
then  have  remained  empty  until  lambing.     The  buildings  should  be 
adequately  ventilated  to  avoid  excessive  condensation  and  ample  straw 
will  keep  the  floor  insulated  and  dry.     Lambs  with  full  stomachs  can 
withstand  cold  but  dampness  leads  to  chilling  and  outbreaks  of 
pneumonia.     The  bedding  of  the  lambing  cubicles  should  be  changed 
between  occupancies  but,  unless  disease  has  been  a  problem,  there  isn't 
need  for  repeated  disinfection.     Diseased  animals  should  be  promptly 
isolated  and  treated  and  contaminated  pens  should  be  cleaned, 
disinfected.     Dead  animals  and  their  bedding  should  be  buried  or  burned. 

The  germs  most  often  blamed  are  the  bacterium        coli  and  the 
rotavirus  but  there  are  other  bacteria  and  viruses  which  have  caused 
some  outbreaks.     It  is  not  always  easy  to  pinpoint  the  exact  cause. 
When  lambs  scour,  dehydration  -  the  loss  of  body  fluids  -  is  their 
biggest  threat.     Dehydration  causes  sinking  of  the  eyes  and  tightening 
of  the  skit. (  signs  that  stockmen  should  look  for.     Young  lambs,  a  few 
days  of  age,  will  die  quickly  before  they  can  be  treated.     Solutions  of 
glucose  and  electrolytes  are  given  to  correct  dehydration.  These 
solutions  can  be  given  carefully  by  stomach  tube  or  by  injection. 
Antibiotics  are  of  limited  help.     Your  veterinarian  can  best  advise  you 
on  fluid  treatments  and  on  antibiotics.     If  E.  coli  scours  becomes  an 
annual  problem,  the  vaccine  used  in  cattle  is  thought  to  be  of  help  in 
sheep  and  pregnant  ewes  can  be  vaccinated.     Again,  veterinary  advice 
should  be  sought.     If  laboratory  assistance  is  required  during  a  scour 
outbreak  it  is  very  important  that  suitable  specimens  be  submitted.  The 
laboratory  should  be  contacted  beforehand  to  discuss  the  specimens  that 
are  most  useful. 


LAMBING  WORKSHOP 

Anyone   interested   in  a  hands   on   lambing  workshop   to   take  place  in 
January   1989  contact  Susan  Hosford  at   877-  2226  or  Wrav  VJhitmore  at  427-5081. 


Dates  for  the  workshops  are  approximately  January  10,   1989  or 
January  25,   1989.     Ewe  lambs  will  be  done  on  March  13,   1989.    Workshop  to  take 
place  in  lambing  barn.     Please  preregi ster  by  December  31 ,  1988. 
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SHEEP  SEMINARS! 
Bow  River  Irrigation  District  Board  Room 

Vauxhall 
1-4  PM 

January  9,  1988 


Selection  of  Ewe  Lamb  Replacements 
Cathy  Gallivan,  Sheep  Specialist,  Airdrie 

Sheep  Nutrition  -  Dale  Engstrom 
Alberta  Agriculture,  Edmonton 


Health/Vaccination  Programs 
Dr.  Heather  Smith,  Taber 

Marketing  -  Jerry  Reti 
Sheep  Technician,  Taber 

For  more  information,  contact  the 


January  16,  1988 


Vauxhall  District  Office 


654-2161 


%  WANTED! 

(ALIVE!) 

One  "healthy"  spider  ram.  This 
ram  must  be  capable  of  producing 

viable  semen  for  natural  or  AI 
matings.    The  ram  will  be  used  to 
produce  known  carrier  ewes  to  be 
added  to  the  test  flock  at  Olds  Colleg 


The  Alberta  Sheep  Breeders  Association 
Spicier  Syndrome  Committee 


 WHAT'S  NEW  IN  ^ 

P  U  B  L  •  L  C  A  T  - I  O  N  S:v 


VOLUME  13,  NUMBER  5 
September,  October  1988 

The  following  publications  are  now  available  from  Alberta  Agriculture,  Print  Media 
Branch,  Main  Floor,   7000  -  113  Street,   Edmonton,  Alberta,  T6H  5T6. 


ALBERTA  AGRICULTURE  PUBLICATIONS 
Agdex  Number 


001 

FS 113/33-13 
FS412/661-1 


Publications  List  1988-1989.     1988.     40  pages 

Varietal  Description  of  Robert  Spring  Oat.     1988.     3  pages. 
MAgri-Fax. " 

Health  Management  of  Replacement  Dairy  Heifers.     1988.     4  pages. 
"Agri-Fax . 

Alberta  Preconditioned  Alberta  Certified  Precoi Jitioned  Feeder  Program 
Annual  Report  1987.     Issued  1988.     16  pages. 

Planning  Considerations  for  Beginning  Swine  Producers.     Revised  1988. 
4  pages.     Alberta  Pork  Production  Handbook. 

Protein  Sources  for  Swine.     Revised  1988.     4  pages.     Alberta  Pork 
Production  Handbook. 


Porcine  Parvovirus  Infection.  Revised  1988.  2  pages.  Alberta  Pork 
Production  Handbook. 


Streptococcus  Suis  Infection 
Production  Handbook. 


1988 


2  pages.     Alberta  Pork 


FS622-6 
FS713-1 
FS716(B30) 

FS716(C43) 

i 

853 


Planning  the  Swine  Building  Management  System.  Revised  1988.  2  pages 
Alberta  Pork  Production  Handbook. 

Canada  Plan  Service  Hog  Barn  and  Equipment  Plans.     Revised  1988. 
2  pages.     Alberta  Pork  Production  Handbook. 

Russian  Wheat  Aphid.     1988.     2  pages.  "Agri-Fax." 

Farm  Building  Plan  Service.     1988.     4  pages.  "Agri-Fax." 

Dugouts  fur  Farm  Water  Supplies.     Revised  1988.     2  pages.  "Agri-Fax." 

Plastic  Pipe  for  Farm  Water  Distribution.     Revised  1988.     2  pages. 
"Agri-Fax/1 

Agricultural  Statistics  Fact  Sheet.     1987.     Issued  1988.     2  pages. 


Abexia 


AGRICULTURE 


ISSN  0706-866: 
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878 

Homedex  number 

1700-17 

1771-20 


Surface  Rights  In  Alberta.     Revised   1988.     14  pages. 

Drawing  a  House  Plan  to  Scale.     1988.     3  pages. 

l/4"-=l'.Q"  Scale  Cutouts  for  Home  Planning.     1988.     4  pages 
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W □  rid  ShEEp  and  WddI  CDngrE55 

In  t  e  rn  □  f  i  □  n  a  I  Prime  Lamb  Carcass  Comparison 

We  have  recently  been  asked  to  coordinate  □  submission 

from  Alberta  Far  this  competition/comparison.    We  won't 

actually  take  any  carcasses  to  Tasmania,  but  will  gather 

the  lambs  together  here  in  Alberta,  kill  them  and  take 

pictures  and  carcass  measurements.    The  winning  lambs  in 

each  class  will  be  entered  in  the  event  in  Tasmania  by 

sending  the  pictures  and  carcass  measurements.    The  killing 

and  judging  here  in  Alberta  will  probably  take  place  in 

late  January.    The  Fallowing  classes  will  be  held  Far  each 
breed  and  age  (<3  months,  3-5  months,  >6  months)  category. 


Cl055 

Carcass  Weight  (kg)  Sex 

1 

ID.D-I4.D 

2 

14.2-15.0 

3 

1  6.2-  1  B.O      Ewe  lambs,  wether  lambs 

4 

1  B.2-2D.D         short  scrotum  lambs 

5 

2D. 2-24. D 

5 

24.2-3D.D 

7 

ID.D-I4.D 

B 

14. 2-16. D 

I6.2-IB.0           Intact  ram  lambs 

ID 

IB.2-2D.D 

1  1 

2D. 2-24. D 

12 

24.2-3D.0 

There  may  be  a  small  entry  Fee  For  the  Alberta  stage  oF 
the  competition.    IF  you  are  interested  in  entering  lambs, 
please  contact  Cathy  Gallivan  at  ^43-85  17  right  away. 

More  details  will  be  available  as  we  receive  them  From  Tasmania. 


FOR  SALE  -  SHEEP 

125  BRED  ewes.  Due  in  January. 
Bill  Eden,  Boyle,  689-2408 


$125.00.  Call 

(12) 


40  -2  yr  old  Columbia/Rambouillet  crossbred  ewe.s. 
Bred  Suffolk  -  to  lamb  in  raid-March.    4  purebred 
yearling  Suffolk  ewes.     Not  registered.  Bred 
Suffolk  -  to  lamb  mid-March.     1  purebred  registered 
yearling  ram  lamb.     Call  Miriam  Selk,  Mountain 
View  Farm,  Claresholm,  625-2125  (12) 

6  BRED  spring-born  Polypay  ewe  lambs  -  $200  each. 

5  Polypay  rams  (1  yearling,  4  lambs)  -  $250-$400. 

6  bred  purebred  Suffolk  ewes  (5  yearlings,  1  lamb) 
-  $700.    Call  Ron  Quinton,  Strathmore, 

934-2366  (12) 

3  REGISTERED  Suffolk  ram  lambs,  1  North  Country 
Cheviot/Suffolk  cross  ram  lamb.    Call  Paul  or 
Joyce  Novitsky,  Edmonton,  476-4796  (12) 

MAY- JUNE  born  Dorset  &  Dorset  cross  ewe  lambs  - 
$90.    Call  Noel  Downham,  636-2229  (evenings)  (12) 

GOOD  SELECTION  of  ewe  lambs  bred  to  Romonov  ram 
for  lambing  April  1st.    Will  be  available  December 
1st.     Call  Pat  deRosemund,  337-2800  (12) 

PUREBRED  SUFFOLK  ram  lambs.     Suitable  for  breeding. 
Norine  Whiting,  Sherwood  Park,  464-2089 
(evenings)  (12) 

TWO  COLUMBIA  ram  lambs,  one  registered.  Carol 
Williams.     Call  evenings  only  675-2945  (12) 

R0P  TESTED  Suffolk  ram  lambs.    These  will  be  the 
last  sons  of  OCL  16T  (Mr.  Universe)  to  be  offered 
for  sale.    Call  Dennis  or  Janet  Pasichney,  Red 
Water,  942-4537  (12) 

SMALL  FLOCK  of  15  ewes.  Suffolk  crosses.  2  rams. 
10  ewe  lambs  -  all  bred.  Call  H.  P.  VanderSchoot , 
Breton,  696-2436  (12) 

POLYPAY  EWE  lambs.  Volume  purchase  discount.  Call 
Vern  Gleddie,  Edmonton,  973-5627  (12) 


TheClassilieds 

WF  ARE  importing  2  flocks  of  Polypay  from  the  U.S. 
and  applying  for  an  Arcott  foundation  flock.  We 
need  to  sell  about  half  of  our  flock  of  production 
ewes  and  replacement  lambs.     We  still  have  a  few 
good  Suffolk  rams  for  sale.     Call  Warren  Moore, 
749-2023  or  Tom  Eggertson  749-2280,  Lousana 


C 1? ) 


120  COMMERCIAL  ewes.     Lambing  now.     Suf folks, 
Polled  Dorsets  and  Suffolk/Polled  Dorset  en  ss*  . 
Reasonable.     Call  Linda,  Hay  Lakes,  878-3784  (12) 

PUREBRED  REGISTERED  Suffolk  ewe  lambs  from  the  Strand 
flock.    Our  breeding  program  has  produced  consistent 
winners  at  the  R0P  Test  Station  at  Olds  College. 
This  is  your  chance  to  purchase  proven  stock.  Walt 
Strand,  Lethbridge,  327-9306  (12) 

2  DORSET  rams,  1  registered.     37  ewes,  mostly  Dorset 
but  some  Suffolks.     Some  are  registered  Dorsets.  Also 
4  ewe  lambs  born  in  late  spring.    Call  Dave  Petersen, 
Lacombe,  885-5306  (after  6  PM)  (1) 

FROM  COUNTRY  Smile  Dorsets  purebred  registered  Dorset 
ewes  and  sires.    Top  quality  Dorset /Romney  cross  and 
Dorset /Polleworth  cross.     Call  James  Luce,  Sr.  Paul, 
645-2719  or  474-1274,  Edmonton  (1) 

100  bred  ewe  lambs  -  crosses  and  purebreds.     200  bred 
ewes  -  crosses  and  purbreds.    Call  Margaret, 
Vermilion,  853-2911  or  853-5643  (after  9:30  PM)  (1) 

2  REGISTERED  Columbia  ewes.  2  yrs  old.  Call  Lorraine 
or  Paul  Stallknecht,  Edmonton,  461-4708  (evenings) (1) 


REGISTERED  SUFFOLK  ram. 
Barbara  Crawford,  Nampa 


1^  yrs  old  -  $: 
322-2464 


i>.00.  Call 
(1) 


HILL  VALLEY  Farm  has  70  good,  sound,  mature  bred  ewes 
and  175  ROP  indexed  bred  ewe  lambs  of  various  breeds 
from  their  routinely  vaccinated  and  wormed  flock. 
Also  purebred  Clun  Forest  and  Suffolk  rams.  Discounts 
on  volume  purchases.    Call  Peg  Baynton,  Lloydminster , 
875-6372  (1) 

4  COLUMBIA  rams,  2  Llamas  and  Vietnamese  Pot  Belly 
pigs.     Call  Harriet  Griffith,  Hanna,  854-2506  (1) 
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MERRY  CHRISTMAS  from  Brightbank  Finnsheep.  Top 
quality  Finn  rams  and  ewes.     New  bloodline 
available  from  semen  imported  from  Finland. 
Also  available  in  the  spring  will  be  a  good 
selection  of  1/2  Finn,  1/2  Dorset  ram  and  ewe 
lambs.     Visitors  welcome.    Call  Cathy  Playdon, 
Stony  Plain,  963-0416  (1) 

4  YOUNG  bred  ewes.     Excellent  handspinner ' s  fleece 
All  are  twins  or  triplets.    Call  B.  Bayfield, 
Vulcan,  485-6560  (1) 


FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE 

FOR  MILKING  doe.  Registered  Toggenburg  buck.  Call 
Lori,  Minburn,  593-3986  (12) 

2  SUFFOLK  ewe  lambs.     From  triplets.     Born  March 
28/88.     1  Rambouillet  ram.     Born  Jan  19/88.  FOR 
bred  Hampshire  ewes.     Call  Emil  Ewikowski , 
Sherwood  Park,  922-3908  (1) 


FOR  SALE  -  MISCELLANEOUS 


FOR  SALE  -  GOATS 

BRED  NUBIANS.     Unregistered  purebred  does.  3 
coming  yearlings,  2  coming  3  yr  olds.    Bred  to 
purebred  Nubian  buck.    Due  Jan  10  to  Feb  5th.  1 
yr  old  purebred  buck.    Very  spotted.  $100-$200. 
Call  Marilyn  Armstrong,  Hay  Lakes,  878-3759 
(Best  before  9  AM)  (12) 

LAMANCHA  MILK  goats  bred  to  starbuck  for  March 
kids  -  $150  each.    LaMancha  or  Nubian  Starbucks  - 
$300  each.    Taking  orders  for  1989  Nubian  and 
LaMancha  kids  -  $100  up.     Contact  John  or  Joanne 
Benger,  Drayton  Valley,  727-2491  (12) 

PUREBRED  PAPERED  Angora  goats.     Top  quality  and 
bloodlines.     Bred  does  to  a  Champaign  buck.    Due  in 
March.    Buck  and  doe  kids.    Breeding  buck  and 
wethers.     Open  to  offers.     Call  887-5649, 
Sylvan  Lake  (1) 


FOR  SALE  -  DOGS 

GUARD  DOG  pups.     3/4  Pyrnees  (male  and  female)  & 
1/2  Pyrnees  and  1/4  Komondor  (males  only).  Morag 
&  Ken  Othen,  Blueberry  Mountain,  864-2466  (12) 

REGISTERED  PUREBRED  red  and  tan  male  Doberman  pups. 
Born  Sept  18th  -  $150  each.  Contact  John  or  Joanne 
Benger,  Drayton  Valley,  727-2491  (12) 

DOG  BROKE  sheep  for  use  in  starting  puppies.  Ron 
Gale,  Sundre,  638-2836  (1) 

BORDER  COLlIES,  Welsh  and  Scottish,  British  and 
Worth  American  breeding  blended  into  the  greatest 
working  stock  dogs  anywhere.     Started  pups. 
Working  dogs  and  puppies.     Dogs  trained.  Call 
Ron  Gale,  Sundre,  638-2836  (1) 


3/8  INCH  Tattoo  outfit  with  numbers  0-9  and  letters 
WBRJ.     Bought  for  $56.     Used  once.     Make  me  an 
offer.     B.  J.  Grove,  Bentley,  748-2922  (12) 

4000  BALES  of  100%  alfalfa.     Offers.     Dennis  or 
Janet  Pasichney,  Red  Water,  942-4537  (12) 

ALFALFA /BROME /TIMOTHY  square  bales.     No  rain.  1st 
cut  -  $1.60/bale  and  2nd  cut  -  $2.00/bale.  Call 
Walter  Schneider,  Bruderheim,  796-2306  (evenings 
and  weekends)  (1) 

NEW  10'  x  5'  single  axle  transport  trailer  with  4' 
sides.    Was  built  for  sheep  &  pig  farmer.  Has 
removable  upper  deck.    Worth  $1800.    Offers.  Call 
887-3230  (1) 

ONE  KETCHUM  Tattoo  set  (non  revolving)  with  no's. 
0-9,  letters  D,F,K,T,W  -  $25.     Stewart  Shearmaster 
Model  31B  -  $40.     K-Lock  #3  Tagging  pliers  with 
65  Visa  Ear  Tags  -  $12.     Call  Barbara  Crawford, 
Nampa,  322-2464  (D 

METAL  ROUND  Bale  Feeders  for  sheep.     No  more 
crushed  lambs!    We're  using  them  and  they're  great! 
$245.00.     Rodney  Ceccato,  Eckville,  746-5633  (1) 
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WANTED  -  MISCELLANEOUS 

A  DONKEY  or  mule  In  healthy  condition.  Preferably 
a  young  one.    Chestermere  area  -  east  of  Calgary. 
Call  C.  Huzzey,  272-9090  (I) 


HELP  WANTED 

PROFESSIONAL  L AMBER  needed  starting  March  1/89. 
Call  Pat  deRosemund,  337-2800  (12) 


ASSISTANCE  AT  lambing  time  starting  February  15, 

1989.    Room  and  board  plus  wages.    Call  or  write 

Merle  Archibald,  Box  1127,  Glenwood,  TOK  2RO, 
|      626-3216  (12) 


|  SERVICES 

I  CHEYLEE  FARMS.     Wool  and  Angora.     Sheep  and 

I  lambing  supplies.    Tack  Shop.    Indoor  Arena, 

j  Horses  Trained.    Riding  Lessons.    Bruce  and 

;  Marilyn  McGhan,  Jane  &  Patricia  Saito,  Calmar, 

j  985-3744  (1) 


CANADIAN  CO-OPERATIVE  Wool  Growers  carry  a 
complete  line  of  supplies  for  sheep  including 
Animal  Health  Products,  Gallagher  Power  Plow 
Fencing  and  Drenches  and  Foot  Trimmers.     We  also 
carry  Sheep  Skin  Sweaters,  Yarns  and  Wools.  Ask 
for  our  catalogue.     Mail  orders  receive  prompt 
attention.     Wool  and  mohair  bought  year  round 
for  your  convenience.     918  -  1st  Avenue  South, 
Lethbridge,  T1J  0A9,  327-3760  or  Box  1530, 
Stony  Plain,  TOE  1G0,  963-4343  (12) 


WOOLY  ACRES  Custom  Carding.    Our  services  include 
custom  washing  and  carding  of  wool  or  mohair  Into 
batts  or  rovings.    We  do  color  and  fiber  blending, 
also  multicolored  rovings.     No  minimum  amount.  For 
fast  &  friendly  service  contact  Trudy  Korfmann, 
Box  98,  Montney,  B.C.,  V0C  1Y0  (604)  827-3215  (1) 
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ED! TOR'S  NOTE 


Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  may  be  placed  in  Sheep 
Footnotes  free-of-charge  by  contact ing: 


The  deadline  for  Classified  Ads  and  Coming  Events  is  the 
2  4  tli  day  of  the  month  prior  to  the  month  of  publ  icat  ion. 


Coming  Events  will  be  run  every  month  from  when  they  are 
placed  unti  I  the  event.    Please  Note:      Events  should  be 
placed  in  Coming  Events  at  least  6  weeks  in  advance  in 
order  to  ensure  their  publ icat  ion  before  they  occur. 


CI  ass  i  f  i  ed  Ads  will  run  initially  for  two  months,  unless 
cancel  fed  after  the  first  month.    After  the  first  two 
months,  ads  may  be  renewed  each  month  by  contact  ing  Janet 
Smalley  at  427-5083.    Ads  must  not  exceed  two  column 
inches  in  length  or  they  will  be  edited.     Sheep  Footnotes 
reserves  the  right  to  restrict  the  length,  content  and 
run  of  any  Class  i  fied  Ad. 

EDITORS  OF  OTHER  PUBLICATIONS 

Material  in  Sheep  Footnotes  may  be  reprinted  in  other 
publ icat  ions,  but  source  must  be  stated  and  content  of 
articles  may  not  be  changed  without  authors'  permission. 


Janet  Smal ley 

Beef  Cattle  &  Sheep  Branch 
7000  -  113  Street 
Edmonton,  Alberta 
T6H  5T6 


Karren  Creen 
Alberta  Agricul ture 
Bag  Service  #7 
Airdrie,  Alberta 
T4B  2C1 


Ph:     (403)  427-5083 


Ph:     (403)  948-8515 


